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ñBut a few seeds did fall on good ground where the plants produced a hundred or sixty or thirty times 

as much as was scattered.ò  (Matthew 13:8, CEV) 

 

Having lived for 12 years in Edinboro, PA, we were there long enough to learn by observation how 

Edinboro University determined where to construct walking paths.   As students found shortcuts 

through the lawns, in time the soil where they walked became firmly packedðno grass would grow 

there.  So in time the University paved it over.  This kind of soil is like people who resist Godôs Word 

by hardening themselves against it. 

 

Rocky soil, for which Wayne County is well known, might produce a few short-lived plants.  But if 

there is too much rock and too little soil, the plants will not be live for long.  This kind of soil is like 

people who have sporadic moments of spiritual enthusiasm, and then resort right back to aloofness. 

 

Weedy soil somewhat allows the plants we intend to grow.  But the nutritional resources of the soil 

and water have to supply ALL the plants.  So what we hope grows does not thrive.  This kind of soil 

is like people who try to include a little bit of God in their life (but not too much!).  Too many com-

peting agendas and demands results in a mediocre faith life. 

 

When God made you, God did not assign you to be any particular kind of soil.  You are what you are 

by your choice. As far as God is concerned, you are not one kind of soil exclusively, forever.  To be 

good, healthy soil that causes the seed of Godôs Word to grow and thrive is your choice. Whatever 

your decision, God has been liberally sowing seeds in your life, and will continue to do so.   In the 

parable of the sower, God appears to be batting 250.  But this does not cause God to stop sowing. 

 
 



 

 

When you choose to be receptive, fertile, weed-

free soil, you become aware that God is using 

you to help scatter seeds of faith in others. 
 

If you are like the paths at Edinboro University, 

packed firm and unproductive, fallow ground, 

there is such a thing as tilling up the soil.  This 

may involve trying to change your attitude.  You 

might even need to make a decision with your 

mind that is contrary to how you feel. 
 

If you are the rocky soil, the rocks can be re-

moved.  When we started our Community Gar-

den at BLUMC, we had several rock-picking 

parties before we could measure off the parcels 

and start planting.  Removing the rocks that 

snuff out your spiritual life will take some time 

and energy; but it is an attainable goal and worth 

every ounce of effort you give it. 
 

If you are the weedy soil, you can prayerfully 

prioritize, focus on the most important things 

and not give attention to the non-essentials.  This 

is an ongoing process!! 
 

If you are the deep, rich soil, you will see God at 

work in you, lavishly scattering Godôs Word.  

But there is still ongoing work to do in order to 

keep the soil from becoming weedy, rocky or 

packed down.  Identify the people you sense 

God is ministering to through you.  Focus, study 

the Scriptures, DO NOT NEGLECT meeting 

with fellow church members, and pray. 
 

Remember, you are not one kind of soil exclu-

sively, forever.  The soil type you are is your 

choice.  There is hope for everyone.  Change is 

always possible for everyone.  God always sows 

seeds, hoping that we will be receptive and pro-

duce with what God gives to us. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

 
August 7: 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
10:15 Liturgist:  Stephanie Drongoski 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b (UMH 828) 
Romans 10-:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 
 
 
 

August 14: 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Jean Dexter Stralow 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 (UMH 850) 
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28 
 
 
 
 

August 21: 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Jack Van Horn 
Exodus 1:8-2:10 
Psalm 124 (UMH 846) 
Romans 12:1-8 
Matthew 16:13-20 
 
 
 
 

August 28: 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Evelyn Dillmuth 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c (UMH 828) 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 
 
 
 



AUGUST YOUTH GROUP   
As promised, we wanted to share with you more about the UMYF's trip to Creation 
2011 June 28 - July 3.  We had an amazing, flat campsite not too far from the main 

stage area.  Each day, we worked in teams to cook dinners, clean up, and give de-
votionals to the group.  Several focused on messages we heard from speakers and musicians.  As 

our final devotion, we asked several questions.  Here is a sample of responses: 

 
1) Who was your favorite musical group?  Family Force Five, Skillet, KJ52, Toby Mac, Third Day, 

Brian "Head" Welch, Owl City, Newsboys. 
2) Favorite Speaker & Why? Lakita Garth - she was in your face & told it like it was; Bob Lens - 
great speaker who persevered, funny; Louie Giglio - loved the "Universe Song"; reminded us we're 
here to carry God's name into the world; connection to science which usually makes us have doubt 
in God.  It strengthened my relationship with God!  
 
Overwhelmingly, members said they would definitely come again!  So mark your calendars for June 

26 - 30- July 1st if you'd like to join us.  We are happy first -timers Rob & Kelly Griffis & Aldo and 
Jessica Vagnini could join us, too! 

 

We also ran another trip to Camelbeach on Sunday, July 24th, with 34 people attending.  It was a 
wonderful day to spend another warm PA day!  Stay tuned for more info on our September 11th Jr. 

& Sr. UMYF Kick-Off for kids in grades 4 & up and their families in next month's newsletter!  
 

Peace,   Allison & Darlene, UMYF Advisors 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

  

                 ????    THE BIBLE QUIZ    ???? 
  

 How many animals did God tell Noah to bring into the ark? 

 

 A.  Two of each kind 

 B.  Seven pairs of clean animals and one pair each of unclean animals 

 C.  Both A and B 

 D.  None of the above 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 
 



 

  
 
 *CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS        

          

Pomegranate  

 Because the pomegranate has an 

abundance of seeds, the fruit is used to rep-

resent hope and future life.  It also symbol-

izes the many believers who are individual 

members of the universal Christian church.  

 

 

 

 

*Save me a pew 

 The worldôs largest Protestant Christian congregation is 

Yoido Full Gospel Church in Seoul, South Korea.  Since its found-

ing in 1958, the church has grown exponentially.  By 1983, seven 

Sunday services werenôt enough to accommodate all the worship-

ers, so satellite churches were established. 

 The main church, located directly across from South Ko-

reaôs National Assembly, can seat 26,000.  But membership is so 

large that people are told which week of the month they can attend 

worship.  What an incredible witness in a country where only 

about 30 percent of the citizens are Christians! 

 What would it take for our church to have a similar ñproblemò?  And what can you 

do about it? 

 

 



 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) 

 
   Our VBS was a huge success!  This yearõs theme was 

òSon Surf Beach Bash.ó  We opened with a light meal 
for those who wouldnõt be able to attend because of 
time conflicts with parents and work.  Sandwiches, ta-

cos, Sloppy Joes and hot dogs hit the spot!  We fed about 15 to 20 per 
night. 

 
 Counting children in attendance and our youth helpers, approximately 82 

youth were serviced.  We averaged 40 to 50 children in classes each night. 
 
 Every night, VBS opened in the Sanctuary with singing and the question of 

the day, the answer to which  the children would find in their rotations.  
They rotated through a Bible story, crafts, snacks, a Bible- based video and 
finished up in the Sanctuary with singing and discussing the answer to the 
question of the day. 

 
 Thanks to everyone who pitched in and helped during our five- evening run.  

We had approximately 25 adults helping both behind the scenes and in the 
classes.  Thank you, everyone!  It was a great TEAM effort. 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 SHUT-IN PROGRAM 

 
This important phase of evangelism was started 
when Rev. William Buffton was pastor.  He saw 
a need for the shut-ins to have visits in addition 
to the pastoral ones.  And so in February of 
1983, this program was birthed. 
 
For 18 years, the following have been visiting our 
shut-ins:  Rose Eno, Margaret Crum, Marie 
Olver, Mary Wilcox, Doris Bryant, Kathy Mohn 
and Evelyn Dillmuth.  Marguerite Hinaman has 
also been a faithful visitor who has been seeing 
the shut-ins for many years.  Janet Orr is a sub-
stitute and we now welcome Dorothy Case who 
has just teamed up with Rose.  We have had 

many others from the congregation that have served for a period of time over the 
years. 
 
Every two weeks, each team gets a new assignment.  During that time, they make 
a contact by a visit (a phone call or a card sometimes necessary).  So if you have 
served for eighteen years, you have made about 432 contacts!!!  As you can see, 
time, sacrifice, faithfulness, commitment and love on the part of these visitors go 
into making this program so successful.  It is always a privilege and a joy to talk 
with and also learn from these folks.  It is a way to show them that we care.  I canôt 
begin to count how many folks have been visited over these eighteen years. 
 
Unfortunately, Mary Wilcox, Doris Bryant and Marguerite Hinaman now find it nec-
essary to step down.  We can never thank them enough for their many years of 
bringing pleasure to so many.  In fact, we say a BIG THANK YOU to all visitors - 
present and past. 
 
In order to grow and reach out to more people, we do need some additional volun-
teers.  For more information, talk to any of the above or call Evelyn Dillmuth at 729
-7200.  It is a wonderful ministry and you will be blessed. 
 

 



 
 

Our summer schedule is in full swing.  The J.O.Y. Program is going on every 
Thursday in July from 9-9:45AM for preschool, 10-10:30AM for kindergarten 
through grade 3 and 10-11:30AM for grades 4-8.  Vacation Bible School is July 18-
22 from 6-7:30PM   These outreach programs are for children: both in our church 
and the general community.  
 
Our church has so much going on all year.  Have you been doing your ñOutreachò?  
Please let new [people to our area know what our church has to offer.  Please let 
your friends and neighbors know what we have to offer.  There are extra newslet-
ters in the back of the church to give to anyone you feel might be interested.  
 
Sunday School and Youth Group continue all year round.  Come and join us from 9
-10AM every Sunday.  Share Godôs love as part of your ñOutreach.ò 
 

Lou Anne Sheard 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
USHERS 8AM 

USHERS 10:15AM:   

PRAYER PARTNERS_10:15AM:  Christine Smith and LouAnne Sheard 

 

 

Two fantastic volunteers prepared last monthõs newsletter for mailing:  Rose Eno and Mary 

Wilcox.  Thanks to them and to Rose Branning for coordinating this effort.  We are fortunate 

to have  dedicated volunteers here at BLUMC!   More volunteers are always welcome; just 

call the church office. 

     



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Every Sunday: 

           8 AM - Worship 

          9 AM - Sunday School 

                       for  all ages 

 10:15 AM - Worship 

1 2 3 

6PM - TOPS 

7PM - Family Connections @ 

Hoffmans 

4 5 6 

78th Sun. after Pentecost 

5PM - Favorite Recipe Dinner 

6:30PM - Concert - Gospel Bond 

8 9 

6:30PM - Finance Committee 

7:30PM - Church Council 

10 

6PM - TOPS 

7PM - Preschool Board 

11 

7PM - UM Men 

12 13 

149th Sun. after Pentecost 

2PM - Beach Lake Social Group 

@ Tick-Tocks 
15 16 

 

17 

6pm - 10:15 Worship Team 

6PM - TOPS 

7PM - Christian Education 

18 19 20 

12-1PM -Open Hearts Café  

2110th Sun. after Pentecost 22 
7PM - Staff Parish Relations 

Committee  

23 24 

6-7:30PM - Praying Hands Fel-

lowship 

6PM - TOPS 

25 26 27 

2811th Sun. after Pentecost 29 30 

6:30PM - Preschool Open House - 

  3-year old class 

7:30PM - Preschool Open House 

  4-year old class 

31 

6PM - TOPS 

 
Every Wednesday: 

8AM -  Prayer Breakfast @ the 

Country Café   

August 2011 
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OPEN HEARTS CAFÉ MENUS 

JULY-AUGUST 2011 

NOON-1PM, SATURDAYS 

 

 

August 20th 

Hamburgers 

Potato salad 

Watermelon 

Chips 

Dessert 

 

 

 

 

Free luncheons provided for all in the 

community needing sustenance and/or 

fellowship.  Come join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE  NOTICE:  The 

deadline for the September 

2011 Newsletter is MONDAY, 

AUGUST 15.  

 

   Please take time to peruse our 

Equal Exchange display located in 

the hallway as you come in from the 

parking lot.  There are NUMEROUS 

kinds of coffee , 

tea, and choco-

late bars --also 

available hot 

chocolate, baking 

cocoa and other 

goodies.   There is 

educational infor-

mation about this 

mission project available on the dis-

play.    

 

*This mission project is about paying 

fair prices for coffee etc. as well as 

environmental stewardship.  If you 

would like more information on this 

ongoing mission project, please con-

tact the church office.  
 

 
FAITH IN ACTION  is published 
once a month.  If you would like 
to submit materials for the news-
letter, please have them to the 
church office by the 15th of the 
month.  
 Alice Gargiulo , Newsletter Editor  

 
*Used with permission of The Newsletter 
Newsletter 

 
 



 
 

 

      
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



*Taking the long way 

 Itôs human nature to look for 

shortcuts.  We want the quickest, surest 

route to our destination.  Delays, de-

tours and dead ends are frustrating and 

discouraging. 

 Consider this:  ñWhen Pharoah 

let the people go, God did not lead them 

by way of the land of the Philistines, 

although that was nearer ... .  God led 

the people by the roundabout way of 

the wilderness toward the Red 

Seaò (Exodus 13:17-18, NRSV).  The 

Red Sea looked like a fatal wrong turn, 

but God was protecting the Israelites.  

He had a plan in place to lead them to 

the promised land. 

 When God seems to prefer de-

lays and detours in your life, keep in 

mind that the long way just might be 

  

 

    

       

    

 

     

 


