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BI G PROBLEMéOR BI GGER OPPORT

Dear Brothers and Sisters of BLUMC,

BLUMC is faced with both a challenge and an opportunity in 200He challenge:To date, our

budget pledges are $50,000+ short of our projected expenses, which, on a human level, could
greatly limit our operationsThe opportunity: We know that God is much bigger thany human

limits, and thus we can allow our faith to shine, knowing that God will provide when we pursue His
will for us.

At the December Church Council meeting, those present did not succumb to fearful thinking and,
instead, chose to follow and trust Go@l!li mes r emai n toughébut Ineur G
stead of looking at this situation as a negative, we pray that each and every man, woman and child
will look at this challenge as thgreatest opportunity for personal and corporate growth in
Christt This is a time when each of wus must kneel
munication with Him. Seek His will to help you determine how you can grow in your faith indi-
vidually and how we as a congregation can come together to better serve Him in spite of the chal-
lenges before us.

This growth in faith commitment will not happen automatically, howe&tep #1 is to pray. Step
#2 i s to open youAlkweHimnhtokad yod,ewld ibyousfaeliliditachon a hu-
man level, for through Him all things are possibfetep #3; consider becoming involved in a
church activity where you may share your gifts and talents and, if you have not done so, by making
a Financi al Pl edge to the Lorddés work. Take 1



groups and activities in which you may part
pate, or talk to the pastor or the committee of
leadership to determine where your help is 1

needed. Step #4, open your Bible and spepg

time in Godoébs prese
your life as you grow in your Christian walk.

This is a chance for each of us to truly exarn
our gifts and figure out how God wishes ug
use them. Giving to God is not just abo

money. While our church might be short of pfos

jected funds, we are rich in different talents, ¢
of which we may donate to our Lord\s we do
may we grow closer to God through Je
Christ, richer in fellowship with our brothers 4
sisters in Christ, and more committed than

to mission. Brothers and Sisters, may we ¢
together in spiritual love supporting one ano
in the work of BLUMC This is our big oppor-
tuntyt o do Godods wildl
can do it!

Your Church Leaders,

Church Council and Financ
Committee
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iJanuary 2
! ﬁhany Sunday
R34 5 Liturgist: Beth Troop

Fliah 60:G _
NPEakn 72:1, 36848UMH TD%)
Ephesians 312
Matthew 2:112
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s January 9:

| Ist Sunday after the Epiphany
3aptism of the Lord

PA@FN 5 Liturgist: Darleen Weyandt
Isaiah 42:9
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iJanuary 16:

2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
HOmarFRRI&tdndDay o ge
10:15 Liturgist: Lou Anne Sheard
Isaiah 49:1

Psalm 40:11 (UMH 774)

1 Corinthians 191

John 1:2@2
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January 23:

3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Ecumenical Sunday

10:15 Liturgist: Betty Dennis
Isaiah 9:4

Psalm 27:1;9%1(UMH 758)

1 Corinthians 1:18

Matthew 4:123

ADVANCE NOTICE: The dead-
line for the February 2011
Newsletter is WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 15.

January 30:

4th Sunday after the Epiphany
10:15 Liturgist: Christine Smith
Micah 6:8

Psalm 15 (UMH 747)

1 Corinthians 1:28

Matthew 512
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NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS ANNOUNCED

Do you want to Super Charge your relationship with God and Jesus CHist?where
do you start and how do you build your faith in a logical learning ordefhe solution

begins January®at 9 A. M. in a new Adult Sunday ool Cl
0 We wi || be using a 48 | esson wor kbo from
(www.awmi.nef) that will be lead by me. Since we will study one lesson per wéak,

class commitment will be every week for almost one yéar.

So, what will you receive from your one year commitmen@n a personal faith level

oyou wil|l n e v eYou wileknow Gal arsl alesas!bétter than ever be-

fore. Your daily prayer life and time in personal relationship will explode and fill you with peace, joy and

love overflowing! Al s o, you wiistigle & ewlhboanen at déonl y <can, but wi
more Disciples for Jesus Christ , which is the ve

| can think of no better use of your time, or mine, than to become mature disciples who can then go out to
make more disciples. The good news is that you can start from wherever you are right now in your walk
with Christ!

Please pray about this in making your decisio@lass starts, Januari @t 9 A.M.

God Bless You,

Bob Hoffman

New Position Announcement

\(@% SPRC is currently seeking applicants for a substitute
(@Q) Secretary position at BLUMChis position requires
strong communication skills, a commitment to con-
fidentiality and social skills that reflect Christian val-
ues. Candidates should have demonstrated com-
puter skills and proficiency with standard office
equipment.

If you are interested in applying for this BLUMC staff
position or would like additional information, please
contact Amy Bass (570705546 or atthome@ptd.net) or Barbara Diliberti
(570-470-2805 orbmld@ptd.ne).



http://www.awmi.net/
mailto:bmld@ptd.net

USHERS 8AM.: Pbyllis and Rip Miller
USHERS 10:15AM Mary Wilcox, Betty Dennis, Bob Hoffman & Rose Branning
ACCOMPANIST: Betty Ann Robson

’ “"m"s Thank you to our faithful volunteers in preparing this monthly newsletter for n

ning, Mary Wilcox, Irene Perkin, Rose Eno, and Roger Branning, our Christn
4’ coul dndét do it without vyou!

Praying Hands Fellowship is a time for people to come together ,
around a good meal and group prayer. This is open to all from the
church as well as from the community, so feel free to invite a friend. ¢

We meet at the church on the fourth Wednesday of each month,
starting with a covered -dish dinner at 6:00 P.M., followed by
prayer, and finishing by 7:30.  See Beth Troop if you have any

guestions.
*From humble beginnings
N
In 1804, William, a 2iyearold from a poor family, de-

cided to go to New York City to find a job. He told a neighbor

his plans, saying he knew how to make soap and might work in

a soap factory.

The neighbor said, oJust remember to

and pay the Lord all that belongs to him. Give a dime of every dollar you make, make an
honest soap and you wil/ be a happy and

Sure enough, William found a job making soap. Later, he became part owner and
then sole owner of the business. His product knand giving-- expanded greatly. He
gave many millions of dollars to the Lor
percent of his wealth.

William Colgate died in 1857 at age 74, but his legacy and company, Celgate
Palmolive, still thrive.



WHAT DOES YOUR HOME SAY?

| am blessed to be employed pattme by Stephens Pharmacy and Northeast Mdghuip in Honesdale,

Pa. | help deliver prescriptions and medical equipment from Scranton to Milford {25
homes per day. It usually only takes seconds for me to figure out if a person is a Christian
ornot. 1 n just one gl an@©RNOTThingsdke aworneBible on@afa- f a i
ble next to their chair, crosses, a picture of Jesus, church bulletins and other Christian ma-
terial. It may also be evident by their speech or attitude.

QUESTI ONél f the FBI entered your home, wo
Christan?Her eds a fun exercise for you to do.
in your home before.You are looking for any shred of evidence that points to the fact

that you are a Christian.Check every room, hallways, tables, drawers, walls, computer,

as well as your check boolDid you find any evidence to convict you?

Hopefully, you were bowled over with the amount and variety of evidence that you
found. If you found little or no evidence, be careful not to become a Pharisee and start
opl antingd6 evi dencTe yhale purposeoof thi$ forodxercigeoi®td . 6
ALERT YOU, TO CONVICT YOU AND FOR YOU TO MAKE A DECISION TO DE-
VELOP YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST TODAY!

To develop your relationship, you will need a plan with specific objectives and make a
concerted effort to accomplish your goals that you receive from God in pray¢ou will
needtoreeval uate daily and wee BOMOTtBECOSE BIS-h o w
COURAGEDChange of heart and actions not onl
lot of time. It is a process and not an instant result. Keep on knocking and the door will
open! And, as it does, there will be unspeakable joy and praise for your new life with
JesusNo, not everything in your life will be perfect ever after. But, you will have THE
ONE who will support you, guide you and love you all the way to Heaven!

One more thought and encouragement: What you become here on earth for Jesus will

determine what you will be for Jesus in Heavenhherefore, my prayer for all of us is that
we may become all we can for Jesus Christ starting right in your current home!

Bob Hoffman te Sweet Howp

God Bless You and Your Home,




—|- *CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS —|-

FISH v

The first |l etters in the Gr <> ase

God, Savioro spell | CHTHUS, or Ea
—

sign to convey their faith and avoid persecution. In the gospels,
fish are part of several miracles. They also represent people who
need to be Acaughto for Chri st Y,
popular indicator of Christian faith. | CHTHUS

*WHATG6S | MPORTANT

On February 4, 1968, exactly two

months before Martin Luther King Jr. was

b

described his preferences for his

assassinated, he delivered his last sermon at

Atl antads Ebenezer Bapt.i

to mention his Nobel Peace Prize, his other awards or where he

went to school; none of that was important, he said. Instead, he

wanted his eulogist to say that Ki

ot hersdé and otried to | ove somebod
Il n that ser mon, King also said ¢

less of background or educational level. The only requirements, he

said, were 0a heart full of gracebéd




From Friday Friends Thank you for your support of Friday Friends pro-
grams in 2010. Please continue to keep the monthly Open Hearts Café in
your prayers as we begin 2011. This free luncheon is held on the third
Saturday of each month at the church from noeh p.m. All are wel-

come, and we encourage each church member to bring a friend for this
time of fellowship and a good meal.

From Pastor Mark : Dear BLUMC family and SPRC, Thank you so much for

your very thoughtful Pastor Appreciation
and to Jo Robo6s Natural s. 't will be a
ing that my church is supporting local businesses as well as sustainable food

production. Grateful to be your servant in Christ, Mark

From Gail Reining : THANK YOU! To all of the people who helped to set
up and portray the Living Nativity at church on Dec. 17th and Dec.

18th. We were able to have a full crew each evening, and the weather

was good both nights. Many people drove past, slowed up or even
stopped, with many more, especially families with small children, park-

ing and walking close to the scene. A special thanks to those who were
willing to go the extra miles (1/2 hour earlier) on Friday evening to be in
place by 5:30 p.m. Merry Christmas.




WANT FULLFILLMENT? THEN GARDEN!

There is a lot of frustration in our lives to-
ﬁ day. Things over which we really have much con-
trol over. Well, here is something over which you

< = 4 can have control and actually see and taste the re:

GARDENING sults! THAT IS GARDENING!

The Beach Lake Community Garden, located be-
hind Beach Lake United Methodist Church opposite the Carousel Amuseme!
Park on Rt. 652 has 4 garden parcels available for the Sprimgse parcels
are about 126 x 4006 e ac htlled, just avaiting e e
your loving hands to work it to its fruitful harvesihe cost to participate is
$15 per year and all the hard work you can puf inOur garden uses natural
organics only and the harvest is all yours to enjoy. We do, however, encouray
our gardener s, as wel |-A-Row Foh Bhenklun-g a
g r yThedcollected food is then taken to food pantries in our area.

Call now to reserve your parcel for the Spring or ask questions, by callin
Karen at 576729-8207. Open to all in our area and provided by your commu-
nity.

The Searchers Class wil/l beg
nesso class |l ed by our own R
day, January 9 ™, 9 A.M., in the Spirit Tending Room.




Sunday »>ol News

19, 2

Kidsd Christmas Fun Day on December
|l dren for

Godds grace to our community <chi
everyone who helped make this event such a joyous experience.

Beth Troop, who led the Bible Story activity center with the help of Ben
Griffis and Jack Van Horn, told me that many children did not know the
Biblical origins of Christmas. What a great opportunity to reach out in
love to these children and their families!

As | write this, our Sunday School Christmas Program has not yet been
performed. This program has evolved to center on the younger members
of our church family, followed by a light breakfast.

Something wonderful is becoming apparent at these rehearsals, and at our

Fun Days. Many of our elementary age kids are stepping up and taking

leadership responsibilities! What a joy it is for me to witness very young

people using their unique God  -given gifts. These children are not the

ofuturedé of our church. They are our <chu

Submitted by
Christine Smith

Sunday Schoo

—

CALLING ALL USED CELL PHONE HOLDERS: Our UM Youth Fellowship
is recycling cell phones. Please put yours in the bin at the back of the
church. Thank you for your support!
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January

Tue

Every Sunday:
8 AM - Worship
9 AM - Sunday School for
all ages
10:15 AM- Worship

Every Wednesda
8AM - Prayer Bre
Country Café

2Epiphany Sunday

N EPIPHANY

3Christian Preschool 3 yr. olds

| Christian Preschool

5-6:30PM- Cub Scouts (upstairs)

5Christian Presch

6PM-TOPS

}ﬂf’ 7PM- SPRC 6PM - Boy Scout Council (upstairs) 6:30-8PM - Webelos (
ﬁﬂmglﬂﬂﬂ 7PM- Bible Study
@
9 “Vu|{ are gml Son." Q
Baptism of the Lord =Sk 1 hristian Preschoel3 yr. olds 11Human Trafficking Awarenes 1 2:hristian Pr
9AM- Searchers Class with the Rev. Christian Preschool 6PM- TOPS
Debbie Rosefi Spi ri t ual 7PM- SPRC 6:30-8PM - Webelos (

5-6:30PM- Cub Scouts (upstairs)

7PM- Bible Study

4PM- Singles
ofisen

1 uman Relations Day

11:30AM- UMYF Ring in the New Yeal
Talent Show

™

MARTIN
LUTHER

‘(3#’,‘
KING JR ,3/3
T \‘%’.

Ve )//1/“\

17

Christian Preschoal3 yr. olds

1 8hristian Preschool

7PM - Trustees
Week of Prayer f
Jan. 1825

[o]

1 ghristian Pr

10AM- UM Women
6PM- TOPS

6PM - Scout Pack Nig
7pm- Bible Study

2 3cumenical Sunday"ﬁ““A

11:15AM- Eco-Justice Ministry
Week of Prayer f
Jan. 1825

2 Ithristian Preschoel3 yr. olds

2 5hristian Preschool

6PM - Boy Scout Council (upstairs)

2 ahristian Pr

6PM- TOPS
6-7:30PM- Praying H:
7PM - Christian Educt
7PM- Bible Study

3 Olth Sunday after the Epiphan

3 ]-Christian Preschoel3 yr. olds
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From darkness

In the Bible, God speaks often about light
and darkness. He gives us much instruction
about which path we should choose.

ey
1.Good Righteousness / / / \ \

2. Death Children

3. Go Life Match the opposites and then write

4. Evil Come the word in the right-hand column in
5. Adults Bad the correct blanks to finish each verse.

“When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when
they are your body also is full of darkness.” Luke 11:34, NIV

i §

Q)
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the lightof _____ _ .” John 8:12, NIV
@
(©)
“I'have _______ intothe world as a light, so that no one who believes in
me should stay in darkness.” John 12:46, NIV

“FOr whatdo_ _ and wickedness

have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”
2 Corinthians 6:14, NIV

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
of light.” Ephesians 5:8, NIV
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CHANGE IN
NEWSLETTER
MAILINGS:

In order to greatly
help the church in
saving the cost of
paper and post-
age, the congrega-
tion is once again requested to advise Alice if
you WILL NOT require the mailing of our Faith
in Action newsletter each month.

MEMBERS WITH EMAIL : Alice will email you
each month when the newsletter is ready to be
viewed/printed. Then you may go to the church
website to read/print out the monthly newslet-
ter. Our website is www.blumc@ptd.net

MEMBERS WHO REGULARLY WORSHIP :
You may pick up your copy each month on the
table at the back of the sanctuary.

PLEASE ADVISE ALICE ASAP IF YOU WILL
NOT REQUIRE THE MAILING OF YOUR
NEWSLETTER. EVEN IF YOU HAVE DONE
SO IN THE PAST, ALICE NEEDS TO HEAR
FROM YOU AGAIN.

Thank you for your cooperation and understand-
ing.

Please take time to peruse our
Equal Exchange display located in
the hallway as you come in from the
parking lot. There are NUMEROUS
kinds of coffee ,
tea, and choco-
late bars --also
available hot
chocolate, baking
cocoa and other
goodies. There is
educational infor-
mation about this
mission project available on the dis-

play.

cofe

*This mission project is about paying
fair prices for coffee etc. as well as
environmental stewardship. If you
would like more information on this
ongoing mission project, please con-
tact the church office.

“Are you sure you don't want
to have a big finish?”

FAITH IN ACTION is published
once a month. If you would like
to submit materials for the news-
letter, please have them to the
church office by the 15th of the
month.

Alice Kahn, Newsletter Editor

*Used with permission of The Newsletter
Newsletter


http://www.blumc@ptd.net/

¢myf JANUARY YOUTH GROUP

The youth group held their annual pizza and cookie baking party in December.
This year, it also included decorating the Sanctuary Christmas tree. Of course, all the
youth had fun with what will now be an annual tradition. We sold the cookies at the Christ-
mas Fun Day and also following the 8AM and 10:15AM services. The youth group thanks
everyone for their support, and $126 was raised for youth programs and activities. We all
had a festive time at the UMYF Christmas Party on December 20th. Throughout the

month, our Christmas Eve Service rehearsals went well, and we were proud to present Be
Troop's play at the Christmas Eve Service.

Remember theRing in the New Year Talent Shoan Sunday January 18! The
show wil |l benefit our Godédés Playground,
will donation plus goods for the Honesdale Community Pantry. Anyone wishing to partici-
pate in the show may sign up on the list in the back of the sanctuary. The UMYF will pro-
vide a light lunch before the show, and it is always a good time. We hope you will join us!
Also, the UMYF continues to collect recycled cell phones. If you have any, please put
them in the labeled drawer in the back of the sanctuary.

JANUARY SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 9thJr & Sr. UMYF 56:30pm
Sunday Jan. 16Talent Show 11:45am
Snow Tubing and Sledding date: TBA

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE

Friday-Saturday, Feb.-8 - UMW Girls Overnight in Harris-
burg- age 13 & up
Saturday, Feb. 126-9pm- Meatballs & A Movie- set up for

Valentine's Dinner & Dessert Auction S=
Sunday, Feb. 13Annual Valentine's Dinner & Dessert Auc- ]Oln the
tion, 11:45am Youth Group

Skiing/Tubing date: TBA

Yours in Christ,

Samantha Freiermuth
UMYF Delegate



*QUOTES OF THE MONTH

oifLet us sing even when we do not feel (I
and turn weariness i nto s-fohreHergytJowetd
OnThe highest reward for a personds toil
by it.o

---John Ruskin
0Ol am so made that worry and anxiety are

---E. Stanley Jones

Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a con-
test he was asked to judge. The purpose of the contest was
to find the most caring child.

The winner was a four year old child whose next door

neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his
wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the

old gentl emands yard, climbed

When his Mother asked what he had said to the neighbor,
the little boy said, ONothing,

*Great Possibilities

AHappily for wus, the fu.
Christian message concerns not what we
ought to do but what God has done and
what God is willing to do. In fellow-
ship with him and with others who are
likewise trying to be like him, we can
be lifted up above our native possibili-
ties. o

/0\/_

ll-

-—

———————

--- Hugh Matrtin



???77? THEBBLEQUIZ 7777

A New Testa-
ment book says God
designated Jesus as
Ahigh prie
that Jesus was the
most perfect media-

DN,
Ay
tor between God and ﬁm“ S

humans. ﬁ

W]

Choose the
name of the book
below:

A. Romans
B. Hebrews
C. Matthew
D. Revelation

(GB~p 356 JoEIBY PO G}
3e Jexalane @8g) &) LIOmMSI

SPECIAL DATES OF THE MONTH
JANUARY
New Year JamuanDla2911
Epiphany Sunday, January 2

Baptism of the Lord, January 9

Martin Luther King Jr.
vance, January 17

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Janu-
ary 1825




