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Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10)  

 Beach Lake UMCôs Confirmation class recently completed their first lesson in the 
curriculum that focuses on our being created in Godôs image and commissioned to 
be caretakers of what God has made.  This lesson was being studied at about the 
same time as our Church Council affirmed three resolutions from our Eco-Justice 
Ministries Team. 

 The first resolution encourages United Methodists to be intentional in engaging 
their faith principles, respectfully and constructively, in conversations and decisions 
about hydraulic fracturing in their churches and communities.  Happily, a handful 
of us were present for some of the recent hearings on hydraulic fracturing held by 
the Delaware River Basin Commission at Honesdale High School. 

 The second resolution asks United Methodists to intentionally examine, on an on-
going basis, our purchasing and eating habits and their connections with our own 
health and the social and economic well being of others.   The third is an appeal to 
congregations to discontinue utilizing Styrofoam for food and beverages.  All three 
resolutions have been commended to the 2011 Susquehanna Annual Conference 
for their consideration.  

    



These are some of the many, many 
ways we can witness to our hope for 
eternal life in Jesus Christ.  Our 
thoughts, words and actions in this tem-
poral world reflect how our biblically in-
formed imaginations perceive the reali-
ties of Godôs Reign when it is brought 
forth in its fullness.  

 May your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven.  

 Pastor Mark  
 

SCRANTON DISTRICT LAY & CLERGY 

GATHERING  

 

Saturday, March 5, 10:00 am ð 3:00 pm, is the 

Scranton District Lay and Clergy Gathering at 

Camp Ladore, Waymart.  The purpose will be 

to explore a òchurch clusteringó approach to 

enhancing our ministries.   

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE:  The deadline 

for the April 2011 Newsletter is 

TUESDAY, MARCH 15.  

 
 
March 6 
Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
Transfiguration of the Lord 
Holy Communion 
10:15 Liturgist:  Jack Van Horn 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 
 
 

March 13: 
1st Sunday in Lent 
10:15 Liturgist:  Angelea Francesco 
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
Psalm 32 (UMH 766) 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
 

March 20: 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
10:15 Liturgist:  Alice Kahn 
Genesis 12:1-4a 
Psalm 121 (UMH 844) 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
John 3:1-17 
 
 
 

March 27: 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
10:15 Liturgist:  Nicole Stevens 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 (UMH 814) 
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 
 
 
 
 
 



*The symbolism of ashes  

 
 On the first day of Lent, pastors in many churches dip a 

finger in ashes (often made by burning palm branches from the 

previous yearôs Palm Sunday) and make a 

cross on parishionersô foreheads. 

 

 Godôs people have used ashes as a 

sign of mourning, humiliation and peni-

tence.  In the Old Testament, ashes 

were used as a purification offering.  

The New Testament speaks of repenting 

in ñsackcloth and ashesò (Luke 10:13, 

NRSV).  

 

 On Ash Wednesday, Christians are 

pained because our sings ---  private and public ---  led to 

Jesusô death.  With repentant hearts, we begin the season of 

Lent, knowing it leads to resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      
USHERS 8AM.:  Gail & Jerry Reining  

USHERS 10:15AM:  Alice Kahn, Zack De Palma, Bonnie & Dave Reining 

ACCOMPANIST:    Betty Ann Robson 

 

Thank you to our faithful volunteers in preparing this monthly newsletter for mailing: Mary 

Wilcox, Emily Hitty, Rose Eno, Janet Orr and Roger Branning!.  And thank you, Rose Branning, 

for coordinating the team!  Your dedication is a blessing to all of us. 
 

 

Praying Hands Fellowship is a time for people to come together 
around a good meal and group prayer.  This is open to all from the 
church as well as from the community, so feel free to invite a friend. 
 
We meet at the church on the fourth Wednesday of each month, 
starting with a covered -dish dinner at 6:00 P.M., followed by 
prayer, and finishing by 7:30.   See Beth Troop if you have any 
questions. 
 

BEACH LAKE SENIOR FELLOWSHIP  
 

 Calling all you Seniors out there!!!  We will be meeting 
on March 28, 2011.  Stay tuned for more details but mark the 
date on your calendar. 
 
 

 
*QUOTES OF THE MONTH 

 
òThe birth of Christ brought God to us, but it took the cross of Christ to bring us to God.ó 
       --- Author Unknown 
 

òThere is no revenge so complete as forgiveness.ó --- Josh Billings 
 
òThe rich man is not one who is in possession of much, but one who gives much.ó 
       ---  St. John Chrysostom 
 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Hearts Café March Menu:  March:  Scalloped potatoes with ham, cooked 

cabbage, applesauce, and dessert. 

 

Join us for a good meal and fellowship.  If you would like to assist at the dinner or provide 

food for the meal, please write your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board at the 

back of the church.  See any of the Friday Friends members if you have any questions 

about volunteering. 

 

World Day of Prayer:  Come celebrate the World Day of Prayer on Friday, 

March 4, with a covered-dish dinner at 6:00 P.M., followed by a worship service 

at 7:00 P.M.  This yearôs country of focus is Chile.  All dishes are welcome, but if 

you would like to bring a dish reflecting Chilean cuisine, that would be appreciated.  You 

can find recipes online, and several printed recipes will be available on the table behind the 

sanctuary. 

 

Pizza and a Movie:   Join us for Pizza and a Movie on Friday, March 

11.  Pizza will be served at 6:00 P.M., with the movie, Faith Like Pota-

toes, to follow at approximately 7:00 P.M.  A donation of $5/person or 

$15/family is requested for the pizza.  A brief synopsis from the movie 

website: 

 

ñBased on Angus Buchanôs autobiography of the same name, Faith Like Potatoes recounts 

the Buchan familyôs struggle to acquire and sustain a farm in the turbulent and racially 

charged climate of KwaZulu-Natal, a South African province. Amidst this violent backdrop 

emerges the faith-based story of Buchan, a man who meets God in the face of hardship and 

chooses to surrender to the authority of Jesus Christ rather than continue in his stubborn-

ness and self-reliance.ò 

 

A sign-up sheet will be available on the bulletin board to determine the number of 

people attending for pizza. 

  



 

 

 

  
 
 *CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS        

          

Ark of the Covenant  

 The ark was at the center of worship for the Israelites.  It con-

tained the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, a pot of manna and 

Aaronôs rod.  In the Old Testament, the ark was a visible representation 

of Godôs throne, or presence, on earth, where he communed with Moses 

and the high priests.  It also represents our earthly bodies, where the 

Holy Spirit dwells.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

WANT FULLFILLMENT?   THEN GARDEN!  

 
There is a lot of frustration in our lives today.  Things over 

which we really have much control over.  Well, here is 

something over which you can have control and actually 

see and taste the results! THAT IS GARDENING! 

 

The Beach Lake Community Garden, located behind Beach 

Lake United Methodist Church opposite the Carousel 

Amusement Park on Rt. 652 has 4 garden parcels available 

for the Spring.  These parcels are about 12ô x 40ô each, have been fertilized, limed, roto-

tilled, just awaiting your loving hands to work it to its fruitful harvest!  The cost to partici-

pate is $15 per year and all the hard work you can put in. J  Our garden uses natural organ-

ics only and the harvest is all yours to enjoy. We do, however, encourage our gardeners, as 

well as home gardeners, to ñPlant-A-Row For The Hungry.ò  The collected food is then 

taken to food pantries in our area. 

 

Call now to reserve your parcel for the Spring or ask questions, by calling Karen at 570-

729-8207.  Open to all in our area and provided by your community. 

 
BEACH LAKE UNITED METHODIST  

CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL NEWS  

 

 The Preschool students were happy to be able to put 

together and decorate 100 Jared Boxes for the Wayne Memo-

rial Hospital Pediatric Department thanks to the generous sup-

port of the Preschool and the Church Family.  

 

 These plastic shoe boxes were marked and filled with age appropriate activities for 

patients in the Pediatric Department.  The children will be allowed to use them during their 

stay at the hospital and then take them home when they are discharged.  

 

 Early in March the Preschool will be visited by representatives from the hospital, in-

cluding a pediatric nurse.  She will talk to the children about being admitted to the hospital 

and what happens when they are there.  



 
 
Itôs amazing to me how faithfully teachers, adults and children continue to attend Sunday School 

every week, even in the bad weather.  Weôve had snow, ice and bitter cold temperatures and the 

classes are still almost to their regular numbers.  That says to me that this is an important part of 
sustaining their Christian walk.  Hereôs what some of the classes are doing: 
 

Pre K & Kindergarten:   For the month of March, the four and five year olds will be learning 

about Jesus loving little children.  They will find out who Zacchaeus was and how Jesus helped 
him.  They are finishing up with the story of the poor widow and her gifts.  
 

Grades 1 -3 Boys :  They are finishing up the New Testament and John the Baptist and going into 

the Old Testament.  They will be learning about Moses receiving the Laws and taking the Jewish 
people to the Promised Land.   

 The boys want everyone to know that unique individualism is encouraged in their class by 

Miss Christine and Mr. Dave. 
 

Grades 1 -3 Girls:   We want to thank Miss Rose for her many years of service in our Sunday 
School and for all the lives she has touched with her teaching the Bible stories to the children.  

ñMiss Aliceò (Kahn) will take her place and free up Miss Rose (Branning) to pursue other avenues 
she wishes to explore in our church. 
 

Grades 4, 5, 6 Co -Ed:  The class is working on sharing their faith with others.  They are putting 

together a list of reasons they believe in God and are working on being able to convince others that 
they need God in their lives.  The class presented a skit to the Sunday School children in the 

ñOpening.ò  The skit showed how their lives would be different without Jesus in it and then with 

Jesus in it. 
 

Grades 7 -12:  This class is also the Youth Group.  Read their write-up elsewhere in this newslet-
ter. 
 

Adult Bible Study:   This class is continuing on with the book of Revelation.  They are covering 

the opening of the Seven Seals.  Each seal tells about the destructions that are to come. 
 

Searchers Class:   Pastor Debbie is doing the latest session with this class.  The emphasis is on 
Spiritual Healing and is evolving in another direction.  Come join with them as they evolve.  

 
Discipleship Class:   The new adult Sunday School class with Bob Hoffman as the teacher got off 

to a good start.  Class members are learning how to supercharge their relationship with God and 
Jesus Christ.  A daily prayer life and time in a personal relationship with God will explode into more 

peace, joy and love overflowing into your lives.  Come walk their walk.  
 

Come join us!  Sunday School is for all ages - 2 and up! 

 

Lou Anne Sheard 
Sunday School Superintendent 

 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Every Sunday: 

           8 AM - Worship 

          9 AM - Sunday School 

                       for  all ages 

 10:15 AM - Worship 

Every Wednesday: 

8AM -  Prayer Breakfast @ the 

Country Café  

 

 

Every Thursday: 

    6:30PM -  Choir 

1Preschool  

 
5:30-6:30PM - Cub Scouts (upstairs) 

6PM - Boy Scout Council (upstairs) 

2Preschool  

6PM - TOPS 
6:30-8PM - Webelos (upstairs) 

7PM - Family Connections @ Hoffmans 

7PM - Bible Study 

3Preschool  - 4 yr. olds 4 

9AM-3PM - UM Women Sleeping Bag 
Ministry 

6PM - UM Women Covered Dish Dinner 

7PM - World Day of Prayer Service  

510AM-3PM - District clergy & laity 

gathering, Camp Ladore, Waymart 

6 

Last Sunday after the Epiphany 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

7Preschool  - 3 yr. olds 8Preschool  

5:30-6:30PM - Cub Scouts (upstairs) 

9 

Preschool  
12PM - Ash Wednesday service 

6PM - TOPS 

6:30-8PM - Webelos (upstairs) 
7PM - Bible Study 

7PM - Ash Wednesday service 

10Preschool  - 4 yr. olds 

 
7:30PM - UM Men 

119AM-3PM - UM Women Sleep-

ing Bag Ministry 
 

6PM - Friday Friends Dinner & a Movie.  

Pizza at 6PM, movie at 7PM 

12 

13 

1st Sunday in Lent 
Daylight Saving Time begins 

 

4PM - Singles 

14Preschool  - 3 yr. olds 15 
Preschool  
 

7PM - Trustees 

16Preschool  

10AM - UM Women 
6PM - TOPS 

6PM - Cub Pack Night (upstairs) 

7PM - Bible Study 

17 

Preschool  - 4 yr. olds 

189AM-3PM - UM Women 

Sleeping Bag Ministry 

19 

12-1PM - Open Hearts Café  

20 

2nd Sunday in Lent 
First Day of Spring 

3-5:30PM - UM Youth Fellowship 

                    swimming at Woodloch 
 

21Preschool  - 3 yr. olds 22Preschool  23Preschool  

6PM - TOPS 
5:30-6PM - Emmaus Walk/4th Day Grp. 

6-7:30PM - Praying Hands Fellowship 

7PM - Bible Study 
7PM - Christian Education Committee 

24Preschool  - 4 yr. olds 259AM-3PM - UM Women 

Sleeping Bag Ministry (last meeting until 
October) 

26 

27 

Preschool Recognition Day 
11:30AM - Eco Justice Ministry 

5-6:30PM - UM Youth Fellowship mtg. 

 

28Preschool  - 3 yr. olds 

12PM - Senior Fellowship 
 

7PM - Staff Parish Relations Committee 

29Preschool  30Preschool 

6PM - TOPS 
7PM - Bible Study  

31Preschool  - 4 yr. olds   

March 2011 
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