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In preparation for our September 28 Church Conference, members of Beach Lake United 

Methodist Church were asked to respond to several questions in a ñVital Congregations 

Worksheetò.   Our Secretary, Alice Gargiulo, compiled the answers for us.  This exercise 

helps us gauge our churchôs spiritual health.  The standard of health is this: 
 

Vital Congregations are in community to continually: 

Connect people to Christ 

Grow people as Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Transform the community for the Glory of God 
 

How are we helping people to connect to Christ?  Members listed the following means: 
Christian Preschool, year-round Sunday School for all ages, Kidsô Fun Days for the commu-

nity, community info. sign, Community Garden, Godôs Playground, Gospel Concerts, Bible 

studies during the week and on Sunday for adults, a discipleship class, monthly and weekly 

prayer groups, Saturday free lunches and fellowship, monthly newsletters, active youth 

group, Creation, scouting, single and couplesô dinners out each month, homebound visitation, 

monthly home Communion, the Upper Room free devotionals, free Bibles, email and phone 

prayer chains, JOY program, Vacation Bible School, Living Nativity scene, participation in 

mission trips and programs, two distinctively different worship services, UM Men, 2 UM 

Women groups, Senior Adult Fellowship, Fair Trade store, Spiritual retreats.   
 

How are we helping people grow as disciples?  The following were stated: 
We have a wide range of year-round Sunday School classes for both children and adults, and sev-

eral of those classes are moving beyond traditional lessons to more discussion-based topics, deal-

ing with contemporary issues that incorporate Christ into the everyday.  We also encourage and  



 

uplift one another in prayer through our prayer 

chains.   Members are encouraged to attend 

schools of Christian mission, lay academies, 

and spiritual retreats; joint Bible Study with 

the Narrowsburg Lutheran Church; encourage-

ment to use the Upper Room, Alive Now, or 

other daily devotionals; scriptures for the up-

coming week are printed in the bulletins to 

encourage individual Bible reading and study; 

Christian Preschool. 

 

How are we transforming the community for the 

glory of God? 

We respond well to calls for mission, such 

as providing funding for UMCOR, My 

Brotherôs Keeper sleeping bag ministry, 

giving to the local food pantry, and pro-

viding people power when disaster strikes.  

Itôs hard to tell how these actions are 

ñchanging the community,ò because we 

often do not see the results. 

 

We host a Community Garden; our youth 

have been involved in community canned 

food campaigns, going door-to-door.  Our 

Gospel concerts are well attended by the 

community and some of our congregants 

have done a Prayer Walk through the 

community; Godôs Playground is open 

to all. 

 

If you have read this far, I pray that the Holy Spirit 

is stirring in you a desire for a closer relationship 

with our Lord, Jesus Christ.  These many activities 

are the result of hearts overflowing with joy in the 

members of a modest-sized congregation.  If you 

are encouraged by what you have read and would 

like to further yield your life to the redemptive 

activities that God purposes through you, please 

join us in worship and join with us as we seek to 

make things on earth as we envision them to be in 

heaven. 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Mark 

 

 
October 2:                                   
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 
10:15 Liturgist:  Eric Warner 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Psalm 19 (UMH 750) 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46 
 

October 9: 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Childrenõs Sabbath 
10:15 Liturgist:  Colleen Steelman 
Exodus 32:1-14 
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 (UMH 829) 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 

October 16: 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
Laity Sunday 
10:15 Liturgist:  Debbie Edwards 
Exodus 33:12-23 
Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 
 

October 23: 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Betty Dennis 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 (UMH 809) 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46 
 

October 30: 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Evelyn Dillmuth 
Joshua 3:7-17 
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 (UMH 830) 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
Matthew 23:1-12 
 
 



OCTOBER YOUTH GROUP   
  

UM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP SCHEDULE 2011 -12  
 

ǒSunday, Oct. 9 - Sara Reining Smith benefit dinner & bake 

sale at the Beach Lake Fire Hall - 12:30-6PM; Haunted Hay-
ride at Woodloch to follow for those participating.  
ǒSaturday, Oct. 15 - Open Hearts Café 11AM-1:30PM 

(Volunteer Opportunity); Corn Maze at Yatsonskyôs - 6-9PM.  
Families are welcome to join! 
ǒSunday, Oct. 16 - UMYF meeting 5-6:30PM.  Delegate elec-

tions. 
ǒSaturday, Oct. 22 - UMYF Pizza & A Movie 5:15PM dinner, 

6PM movie, ñYERT - Your Environmental Field Tripò docu-
comedy at church. 
ǒSunday, Oct. 30 - Trunk or Treat Event 5-6:30PM 

ǒSunday, Nov. 13 - Soup and Roll Dinner 11:30AM-1PM 

ǒSunday, Nov. 20 - UMYF meeting 5-6:30PM. 

ǒFriday, Dec. 9 - UMYF Cookie Baking 6-9PM. 

ǒSaturday, Dec. 10 - UMYF Cookie Sale @ Kidsô Fun Day 9-

11AM. 
ǒSunday, Dec. 11 - UMYF Christmas Eve Rehearsal 9-10AM 

ǒSunday, Dec. 18 - UMYF Christmas Luncheon/Rehearsal 

11:30AM-1PM 
ǒSaturday, Dec. 24 - UMYF Christmas Eve Service 6-8PM 

ǒSunday, Jan. 15, 2012 - UMYF Ring in the New Year  

Talent Show - 11:30AM-1PM. 

Peace,   Allison & Darlene,  UMYF Advisors 



 

What Is ñPlanned Giving?ò 

   ñPlanned Givingò is your final financial opportunity 
to help make disciples for Jesus Christéeven after 

your departure to heaven with Jesus eternally.  This is 

a ñliving blessingò you need to make now, today, by 

letting your intentions known and legally recorded in 

your personal will.  Your gift could be any amount 

you choose, or a percentage of your estate, or even a 

certain asset.  Your gift could be to be used as needed, 

or given to a general area of the church. 

   Please pray about this and discuss it with your family.  But the most important thing to do 

is to do it ASAP!  Despite our age, itôs Godôs plan when He will call us home.  Just as we 

need to be ready always to meet Jesus face to face spiritually, we also need to be ready fi-

nancially.  Please call your lawyer and have him add your Planned Gift to your will. 

   You will be blessed on earth as well as in Heaven! 

Your Planned Giving Committee,  

Marie Olver,  Arline LaTourette, Bob Hoffman                
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

SPECIAL DATES OF THE MONTH  

 

ǒWorld Communion Sunday, October 2 

ǒColumbus Day Observance, October 10 

ǒReformation Sunday, October 30 

ǒReformation Day, October 31 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Rose and Roger Branning for preparing last monthôs news-

letter for mailing.  Your concern and dedication are much appreciated. 



 

                  ????    THE BIBLE QUIZ    ???? 
  

 Many new parents choose ñBible namesò for their 

babies.  Of the following names, which two (one boyôs and 

one girlôs) are not found in Scripture? 

 

A. Eunice E. Derek 

B. Priscilla F. Obed 

C. Judith G. Reuben 

D. Clara H. Joel  

 

 

 

 

 

*A guide for giving  

 

 a4jITjSTYjGJQNJ[JjTSJjHFSjXJY 

tle how much we ought to give.  I 

am afraid the only safe rule is 

to give more than we can spare.  

In other words, if our expenditure 

on comforts, luxuries, amuse-

ments, etc. is up to the standard 

common among those with the 

same income as our own, we are 

probably giving away too little.  

 

 a4KjTZWjHMFWNYNJXjITjSTYjFYjFQQjUNSHMjTWjMFRUJWj

us, I should say they are too small.  There ought 

to be things we should like to do and cannot do 
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LEAVE BLANK  

 



Join us for a Pampered Chef fundraiser on Friday, Novem-

ber 4, 6:30 P.M., at BLUMC.  Wonderful gift ideas for 

Christmas!  Catalogs will  be available ahead of time if you 

cannot make the party but would like to order some-

thing.  Proceeds will be used to assist with the NEPA 

floods.  Sponsored by Friday Friends. 

 

OPEN HEARTS CAFÉ UPCOMING MENUS 

 

 OCTOBER:                                                   NOVEMBER: 

 Chicken Noodle Soup               Roast Turkey                                                                 

 Ham or Turkey & Cheese Sandwich  Mashed Potatoes & Gravy                                             

 Cole Slaw       Stuffing                                                              

 Dessert         Rolls     

       Vegetable 

                   Cranberry Sauce 

        Pies  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USHERS 8AM:  Phyllis & Rip Miller  

USHERS 10:15AM:  Darlene Drongoski & Gang 

PRAYER PARTNERS_10:15AM:  Lou Anne Sheard and Bonnie Reining 

 

 

 

 
A big thank you to Rose & Roger Branning for preparing last monthõs newsletter 

 for mailing!  Your caring and generosity of spirit are much appreciated.     
   

 



 
 
 

 
Our new school year with Rally/Moving-Up Day was a week late with Hurricane Irene 
blasting through the area.  Itôs better to be ñsafe than sorry,ò with most people not 
venturing out in the middle of a storm!  School started a week later, with power and 
phone service restored to all; days without, sure make us really appreciate our mod-
ern conveniences. 
 
Elementary Boys Class Sunday School:  We have fun and learn about Godôs love 
in surprising ways.  Sometimes we explore Godôs word, sometimes we cook, some-
times we play outside.  You  never know what is going to happen!  Our room is noisy 

and happy. - Christine Smith 
 

Adult Discipleship Sunday School Class:  Everyone who has participated in the 

Discipleship class this year has been blessedéand that goes for the teacher/leader as 
well!  We have ALL grown up in knowledge, in service and relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  We are now into the last third of our workbook - ñputting discipleship to 
work.ò  Canôt wait! 
 
A new Discipleship Class will open up some time in January.  Who should commit to 
this class?  Anyone who needs Jesus more, needs answers, has questions, has 
doubts, and needs guidance and direction in their lives.  Whether you are a teenager, 
a newer member of church, or a 50 -year member, you will be blessedéas well as a 
blessing to others in this class in January. 
 
(Ask Chet Gorski, Rob and Kelly Griffis, Gary Skotch or Karen Hoffman their opinions 

of the class.) - Bob Hoffman 

 
The children and adults are all in their new classes at the start of another school year.  
Come join us; we have classes for 2-year-`olds through adults.  We meet from 9 -
10AM every Sunday. 
 

Lou Anne Sheard 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Worship Every Sunday: 

           8 AM - Worship 

          9 AM - Sunday School 

                       for  all ages 

  
Every Wednesday: 

8AM -  Prayer Breakfast @ the 

Country Café  

7PM - Bible Study    

Every Thursday: 

    6:30PM -  Choir  1Scranton District UM Women Fall 

Meeting @ Lakeville UMC 

2 

Pastor Debbie preaches 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

World Communion Sunday 

3 4Preschool 

5-6:30PM - Cub Scouts (upstairs) 

6:15PM - Boy Scout Committee (up) 

5Preschool 

6PM - TOPS 

6:30PM - ñControversiesò class 

7PM - Family Connections @ Hoffmans 
 

6Preschool - 4-yr. olds 7 

 

84:30-5:15PM - Wayne Co. Histori-

cal Society tours BLUMC 

917th Sunday after Pentecost 

1-5PM - Sara Reining Smith Benefit 

@ Beach Lake Fire Hall 

2PM - Beach Lake Social Group @ 
Halfway House, Honesdale 

5PM - UMYF to Haunted Trail 

10 

 

 

COLUMBUS DAY OBSERVANCE 

11Preschool 

5-6:30PM - Cub Scouts, 2 groups (up) 

6:30PM - Finance Committee 

7:30PM - Church Council 
 

12Preschool 

6PM - TOPS 

6:30PM - ñControversiesò class 

6-7:30PM - Cub Scouts (upstairs) 
7PM - Preschool Board 

7PM - Christian Education Committee 

13Preschool - 4-yr. olds 

7:30PM - UM Men 

 

14 
 

 

7PM - Friday Friends 

15 

9AM-4PM - UMYF Hope Hill  

                    Farm Work Day 

12-1PM - Open Hearts Café  
Friday Friends to Brandon Heath 

  Concert @ Peckville Assembly 

16 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Laity Sunday 

Bob Hoffman preaches 

17 18Preschool 19Preschool 

10AM - UM Women 

6PM - TOPS 

6:30PM - ñControversiesò class ends 

20Preschool - 4-yr. olds 

7:30PM - 10:15 Worship Team 

21 22 

5-8PM - UMYF Corn Maze Trip 

6-9PM - Transition Town movie 

               @ BLUMC 

23 

19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Rain Date UMYF Corn Maze -  

  5-8PM 

24 

 

7PM - Staff Parish Relations Committee  

25Preschool 26Preschool 

5:30-6PM - Emmaus/4th Day Group 

6-7:30PM - Praying Hands Fellowship 

6-7:30PM - Cub Scouts (upstairs) 
7PM - TOPS 

27Preschool - 4-yr. olds 288:30AM-5PM - LifeLine 

Screening @ BLUMC 

29 

30Reformation Sunday 

5-6:30PM - UMYF Trunk or Treat 

31Reformation Day      

October 2011 
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If you would like to make a do-

nation to the Susquehanna Flood 

Relief Fund, 

 

Please mail to Susquehanna Con-

ference, Attn: Finance Office,  

P. O. Box 2053, Mechanicsburg, 

PA  17055 

 

Write in the memo line: 

"Susquehanna Flood Relief 

Fund #63660" 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVANCE  NOTICE:  The 

deadline for the November 

2011 Newsletter is  FRIDAY, 

OCTOBER 14.  

   

 Please take time to peruse our Equal 

Exchange display located in the hall-

way as you come in from the parking 

lot.  There are NUMEROUS kinds of 

coffee , tea, and 

chocolate bars --

also available hot 

chocolate, baking 

cocoa and other 

goodies.   There is 

educational infor-

mation about this 

mission project 

available on the display.    

 

*This mission project is about paying 

fair prices for coffee etc. as well as 

environmental stewardship.  If you 

would like more information on this 

ongoing mission project, please con-

tact the church office.  
 

 
 
FAITH IN ACTION  is published 
once a month.  If you would like 
to submit materials for the news-
letter, please have them to the 
church office by the 15th of the 
month.  
 Alice Gargiulo , Newsletter Editor  

 
*Used with permission of The Newsletter 
Newsletter 
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MOVIE NIGHT CO -SPONSORED 

BY ECO-JUSTICE MINISTRIES  

 

The film, YERT 

(Your Environmental 

Road Trip), will be 

shown at BLUMC 

on Saturday, Octo-

ber 22, 6-9PM.  
 

Called to action by a planet in peril, 

three friends hit the road ï packing 

hope, humor . . . and all of their trash ï 

searching for innovators and citizens 

solving humanityôs greatest environ-

mental crises.  Piling on personal chal-

lenges as they explore every state in a 

year (the good, the bad, and the weird) 

an unexpected turn of events pushes the 

team to the brink in this award-winning 

docu-comedy. 
 

The showing of the film is co-

sponsored by Beach Lake United Meth-

odist Churchôs Eco-Justice Ministries 

Team and by Transition Honesdale.  A 

free-will offering will be taken to help 

cover the cost of showing the film. 
 

To learn more about the movie, the 

website is:  www.yert.com   
 

 Transition Honesdaleôs website is:  

www.transitionhonesdale.org 

 
 

http://www.yert.com
http://www.transitionhonesdale.org


      

 

*CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS         
 
 This multi-stringed instrument is associated with David, 
who played to soothe King Saul and later wrote many psalms.  
The harp also represents praise music in general, as well as all 
the instruments people use to glorify God (see Psalm 71:22).  
The idea that angels play harps comes from Revelation 14:2 
(ñAnd I heard a voice from heaven like the sound of ... Harpists 
playing on their harpsò). 
 

 

*Beyond Luther  

 

   Many reformers had lasting effects on the Christian church.  You may 

want to read more about them to learn about their lives and legacies.  
  

   ǒJohn Huss (1369 -1415) was a Catholic priest from the Czech Republic.  He opposed 

indulgences and emphasized right living over sacraments.  Huss was burned at the 

stake.  

   ǒSwiss priest Ulrich Zwingli (1484 -1531) was a father of the Reformed tradition.  

He taught that people should believe and practice only whatõs in the Bible. 

  ǒThomas Cranmer (1489-1556), a contemporary of Luther, played a large role in the 

English Reformation, leading to the formation of the Anglican/Episcopal tradition.  

He was burned at the stake.  

   ǒMenno Simons (1496-1561), founder of the Mennonite Church, taught believersõ 

baptism, nonresistance and symbolic Eucharist.  

ǒJohn Calvin (1509 -1564) introduced new forms of liturgy and church government, 

led the church in Geneva and taught the doctrine of predestination.  His work 

influenced the Reformed and Presbyterian traditions.  

   ǒGeorge Fox (1624 -1691) founded the Society of Friends (Quakers), emphasized 

the Inner Light of Christ and took frequent missionary journeys.  

   ǒJohn Wesley (1703 -1791), the founder of Methodism, taught the Arminian 

doctrine of free will and emphasized sanctification.  
 

 


