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Several related events are coming up that give us an opportunity to respond as citizens of the 

United States but more importantly as citizens of Heaven: 

An August 28 worship service reflecting on Moses as liberator of an oppressed people 

Patriot Day on September 11 

National Hispanic Heritage month from September 15 to October 15 

A September 22 presentation to our Conference by United Methodist Committee on Re-

lief (UMCOR) about the possibility of starting a JUSTICE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS pro-

gram. 

  

All of these events have to do with ñforeignersò.  When we think of our need for a Homeland 

Security department, when we consider an immigration system that needs to be overhauled, it 

is easy to forget our own heritage as foreigners.  My own history in the ñcoloniesò can be 

traced to 1738, when Evert Terwilliger, a Dutch Huguenot, sought refuge in what is now 

New Paltz, NY. 

 National Hispanic Heritage month, that is probably not very widely observed in Wayne 

County, PA, reminds me that the most spoken language in Christendom is Spanish.  Accord-

ing to the United Methodist Nation Plan for Hispanic/Latin@ Ministry, Luzerne County, PA 

is the 4th-fastest growing county in the U.S. in terms of Spanish-speaking population. 

  



 

Methodists have, historically, not waited un-

til there were clear answers before getting in 

on the action.  Our Methodist forebears have 

been at the forefront of the eradication of 

slavery, the institution of child labor laws, 

and equitable treatment for women in both 

church and society.  And Methodists have 

always been in ministry to immigrants 

Of course we know that the Bible clearly 

and consistently mandates hospitality to and 

justice for sojourners.   Our Lord himself 

was a refugee in Egypt as a baby.  And as 

citizens of Heaven, we are reminded that we 

ourselves are merely sojourners on this earth 

(Hebrews 11:13, 1 Peter 2:11). 

 May we offer up our uncertainties and inse-

curities to our Lord, in whom we find our 

eternal home.  As we wrestle with earthly 

controversies, may we find in them opportu-

nities to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 

the transformation of the world. 

 In Christ,  Mark  

A special church council meeting will be 

held on Sunday, September 18th, immedi-

ately following the 10:15 worship service, to 

discuss the SPRC's proposed 

2012 compensation recom-

mendations for Pastor Mark. 

Compensation recommenda-

tions must be approved by 

the church council prior to 

the church conference, which 

will be held on September 

28th at BLUMC. 

 

 
September 4:                                   
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion  
10:15 Liturgist:  Nicole Stevens 
Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 149 or Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 
 
 
 

September 11: 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Debbie Edwards 
Exodus 14:19-31 
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 (UMH 135) 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 
 
 
 

September 18: 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Betty Dennis 
Exodus 16:2-16 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or Psalm 78 (UMH 799) 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 
 
 
 

September 25: 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:15 Liturgist:  Zoey Smith 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (UMH 799) 
Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER YOUTH GROUP   
  
 

                    ATTENTION:  YOUTH IN GRADES 4 & UP.  
 

    YOU AND YOUR FAMILES ARE INVITED TO ATTEND  

 
         THE UM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP  

 
 KICK -OFF BBQ! 

 

WHERE:  RIGHT HERE AT BLUMC  
     

           WHEN:          SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11  
 

                              TIME:          5 -7PM  
 

              GET SET FOR GREAT FOOD, A GREAT TIME AND A SUPER YEAR AHEAD!   

 
 

Peace,    

Allison & Darlene,  UMYF Advisors 

 

                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

THANKING GOD FOR THE 2011 GOSPEL  

CONCERT SEASON 
 

We truly thank God for pouring out His innumerable  and eternal blessings in 

connection with the BLUMC Gospel Concerts this year! If you participated in 

one or more of the concerts, in any way, you helped to make Godôs blessings 

possible.  These concerts, which draw from over 25 churches and many de-

nominations, ONLY HAPPEN BECAUSE OF THE WILLING AND LOV-

ING SUPPORT YOU EACH PUT FORTH! Our guests are always so ap-

preciative and overwhelmed by your warm and tireless hospitalityéand they 

always rave about the quantity and quality of the dinners and desserts!  You 

are a blessing to each of Godôs people! 

 

The Gospel Concerts have become an ever-growing ministry of this church to 

encourage and grow area Christians, and their churches.   Growth forces us to 

make changes in order to handle that growth.  Your Family Connections Com-

mittee has made two changes this year which were: (1) To recruit younger 

men and women to help lead in the kitchen; (2) To ask our guests to also bring 

a dish because of the increased attendance.  Both have worked to some degree 

and will be developed more next year.  With a new ñinvitational effortò for 

next yearôs Gospel Concerts, we expect an increase in attendance.  And, ñyesò 

God will provide! 

 

Your Family Connections Committee 

 

Joan Winters 

Irma Sheard 

Rose Branning 

Karen Hoffman (Chair) 

Bob Hoffman (Co-chair) 
 



 

  

       ????    *THE BIBLE QUIZ    ???? 
  

At the outset of his reign as Israelôs third king, 

Solomon saw the Lord in a dream.  God invited 

Solomon to request anything he wanted.  What 

did Solomon ask for? 

 

A. The ability to discern between good and evil 

B. Long life 

C. Riches 

D. Conquest over his enemies  

 
 

  
 

The Honesdale Food Pantry is in great need of 

donations;  their shelves are almost bare.  Please 

see the list on the bulletin board at the back of the 

sanctuary for needed goods.  Monetary donations 

are gladly accepted as well.  Make your checks 

payable to BLUMC with a notation on the bot-

tom  ñHonesdale Food Pantry.ò   

P.S.  The pantry has moved from Court Street to 4th Street in 

Honesdale.  BLUMC was the first church to deliver food to the 

new location.   

 
 



   
 SHUT-IN PROGRAM 

 
This important phase of evangelism was started 
when Rev. William Buffton was pastor.  He saw 
a need for our homebound members to have vis-
its in addition to the pastoral ones.  And so in 
February of 1983, this program was birthed. 
 
For 18 years, the following have been visiting our 
shut-ins:  Rose Eno, Margaret Crum, Marie 
Olver, Mary Wilcox, Doris Bryant, Kathy Mohn 
and Evelyn Dillmuth.  Marguerite Hinaman has 
also been a faithful visitor for many years.  Janet 
Orr is a substitute and we now welcome Dorothy 
Case who has just teamed up with Rose.  We 
have had many others from the congregation 

that have served for a period of time over the years. 
 
Every two weeks, each team gets a new assignment.  During that time, they make 
a contact by a visit (a phone call or a card sometimes necessary).  So if you have 
served for eighteen years, you have made about 432 contacts!!!  As you can see, 
time, sacrifice, faithfulness, commitment and love on the part of these visitors go 
into making this program so successful.  It is always a privilege and a joy to talk 
with and also learn from these folks.  It is a way to show them that we care.  I canôt 
begin to count how many folks have been visited over these eighteen years. 
 
Unfortunately, Mary Wilcox, Doris Bryant and Marguerite Hinaman now find it nec-
essary to step down.  We can never thank them enough for their many years of 
bringing pleasure to so many.  In fact, we say a BIG THANK YOU to all visitors - 
present and past. 
 
In order to grow and reach out to more people, we do need some additional volun-
teers.  For more information, talk to any of the above or call Evelyn Dillmuth at 729
-7200.  It is a wonderful ministry and you will be blessed. 
 

 



August 28th was the kick-off of a new Sunday 
School year with our moving-up day called ñRally 
Day.ò  The teachers passed along students that 
moved up to a new class and Bibles were given 
out to the new 1st Graders.  
 
The adult Spirit Tending class will begin a new 
Bible study on September 11:  See, Believe, Live, 
an Inductive Study in John.  Come join us as we 
learn from Jesus and discern what it means to 
live the life to which He has called us.  We will 

meet in the Spirit Tending Room, 9-10 A.M. 
 
We have classes for 2 year-olds on up; there are also 3 adult 
classes available.  Come join us from 9-10AM every Sunday. 

Lou Anne Sheard 
Sunday School Superintendent 
 

 

 
 

Special Dates of the Month 
ǒLabor Day, September 5 

ǒPatriot Day, September 11 
ǒNational Grandparents Day, September 11 

ǒHispanic Heritage Month, September 15-October 15 
ǒFirst Day of Autumn, September 23 
 

 
USHERS 8AM: 

USHERS 10:15AM:  John Serafin 

PRAYER PARTNERS_10:15AM:  Bob Hoffman and Alice Gargiulo 

 

 

Thank you to two faithful volunteers who prepared last monthõs newsletter for mailing:  Mary Wilcox 
and Irene Perkin.  And thanks, Rose Branning. for coordinating this effort.  We are fortunate at BLUMC 

to have such dedicated volunteers!   More volunteers are always welcome; just call the church office. 

     



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 Worship Every Sunday: 

           8 AM - Worship 

          9 AM - Sunday School 

                       for  all ages 

 10:15 AM  - Worship 

 
Every Wednesday: 

8AM -  Prayer Breakfast @ the 

Country Café  

Every Thursday: 

    6:30PM -  Choir 1 2 3 

412th Sunday after Pentecost 5 6Preschool starts today! 

 

 

6:15PM - Boy Scout Committee Meeting 
(upstairs) 

7Preschool 

6PM - TOP[S 

7PM - Family Connections @ Hoffmans 

7PM - Bible Study 

8Preschool - 4 year olds 

 

7:30PM - UM Men 

9 

7PM - Friday Friends 

10 

11 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

2PM - Beach Lake Social Group @ 

Kayôs in Lake Ariel 
5-7PM - UMYF BBQ 

12 13Preschool 

8:30AM - 8AM Worship Committee 

14Preschool 

6PM - TOPS 

7PM - Preschool Board 

7PM - Bible Study 

15Preschool - 4 year olds 

2PM - Pre-charge Conference Orienta-

tion @ Central UMC, Honesdale 

16 

 

17 

12-1PM - Open Hearts Café  

1814th Sunday after Pentecost 

11:30AM - Finance Committee meeting 

followed by Church Council special mtg. 
19 20Preschool 

 

7PM - Trustees 

21Preschool 

10AM - UM Women 

6PM - TOPS 

6:30PM - Boy Scout Sign-up  (upstairs) 

22Preschool - 4 year olds 

1PM - Latino Outreach @ Albright 

UMC, Wilkes-Barre 

23 

1st Day of Fall 

24 

5-7PM - Cub Scouts @ 

             Whispering Pines 

2512th Sunday after Pentecost 

11:30AM - Eco-Justice Ministries 26 

12PM - Senior Fellowship Luncheon 

 

7PM - Staff Parish Relations Committee 

27Preschool 

Preschool Hoagie Sale today! 

28Preschool 

6PM - TOPS 

6-7:30PM - Cub Scouts (upstairs) 

6PM - Covered Dish Dinner 
7PM - Church Conference 

7PM - Bible Study 

 

29Preschool - 4 year olds 30  

September 2011 
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ADVANCE  NOTICE:  The 

deadline for the October 2011 

Newsletter is THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 15.  

 

   

  

Please take time to peruse our Equal 

Exchange display located in the hall-

way as you come in from the parking 

lot.  There are NU-

MEROUS kinds of 

coffee , tea, and 

chocolate bars --

also available hot 

chocolate, baking 

cocoa and other 

goodies.   There is 

educational infor-

mation about this mission project 

available on the display.    

 

*This mission project is about paying 

fair prices for coffee etc. as well as 

environmental stewardship.  If you 

would like more information on this 

ongoing mission project, please con-

tact the church office.  
 

 
 
FAITH IN ACTION  is published 
once a month.  If you would like 
to submit materials for the news-
letter, please have them to the 
church office by the 15th of the 
month.  
 Alice Gargiulo , Newsletter Editor  

 
*Used with permission of The Newsletter 
Newsletter 

 
 



*CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS      

ROBE 

A robe, specifically 
one thatôs new and 
white, symbolizes 
the righteousness 
we receive through 
Jesusô death and 
resurrection.  Isaiah 
61:10 speak of ñthe 
garments of salva-
tionò and ñthe robe of 
righteousness.ò  In 
Revelation 6:11, 
faithful martyrs each 
received a white 
robe.  People who 
are being baptized or 
confirmed often wear white robes as a 
sign of purity.    

  

 

    

       

    

 

     

 


